LICENCES – THE SHORT ANSWERS
CARS/MPVs
	Definition: any vehicle built with up to 8 passenger seats, i.e. 9 seats in total including the driver, with a MAM of up to 3,500kg


	Who can drive? Anybody with a full car driving licence, both pre-97 and post-97


	Jargon Buster: 


MPV: Multi-Purpose Vehicle, a.k.a. People Carrier


MAM: Maximum Authorised Mass, a.k.a. Gross Vehicle Weight. This is stamped on a plate in the vehicle and is published in the vehicle’s manual/handbook. It is the total allowable when the vehicle is fully laden and must never be exceeded


Pre/Post 97: on 01 Jan 1997, licensing changed and new drivers only qualified for Category B. Any driver who passed their test before 1997 also got Category E and Category D1, among others. Categories can be found bottom left on the front of your photocard licence


Category B: car licence, up to 8 passengers


Category E: trailer towing above 750kg


Category D1: minibus licence, 9 to 16 passengers, not for hire or reward


MINIBUSES
	Definition: any vehicle built with 9 to 16 passenger seats, generally found in 12, 15 and 17 seat models


	Who can drive? Much more complicated!
	

	
	

	Drivers with pre-97 licences, B + D1
	Drivers with post-97 licences, B only

	Any minibus provided that it is not for hire or reward. 

Any employee with D1 is advised to display a Section 19 Permit because they are not driving for social purposes and could therefore be prosecuted
	Not licensed to drive minibuses unless all these conditions are true:

a) Driver is at least 21 years old

b) Driver has held full licence for 2 years

c) Driver is not given any payment and is not an employee, i.e. is driving in a fully voluntary capacity

d) MAM of the minibus is not more than 3,500kg

e) A Section 19 Permit is displayed, or the driver is driving for a not-for-profit organisation for social purposes


	Section 19 Permit: is a “Small Bus Permit” issued according to Section 19 of the Transport Act 1985 by the Community Transport Association (CTA) and local authorities. Students’ Unions using minibuses are strongly advised to join the CTA and obtain Permits, as it turns unclear grey areas of the law into crystal clear permissions. For example, if you make a charge to the Club for the use of the minibus, then without a Permit you might have to comply with all the requirements of a Bus Operator. 


	Can Sabbs drive minibuses? Probably not, if they don’t have Category D1. There has never been a prosecution, so there is no case law, so Government agencies will not give a definite answer. However, being paid, they fall foul of condition (c) above, “…is not an employee.” Legal advice also assumes that you can’t volunteer for the organisation which employs you, so they can’t drive evenings or weekends either, because their role as Sabbs is completely tied up with the Students’ Union.


	What about young Sports coaches? Same thing probably applies. Unless they hold D1, they can’t drive minibuses during their working day and can’t drive for the Clubs they coach outside of working hours. However, if a Judo coach, say, volunteered to drive for the knitting society, that would be OK, as s/he would be genuinely volunteering.


	How do we decide? It’s your insurance policy! If there’s a serious collision and it’s decided to prosecute the driver, are you prepared to pay all the costs if it’s eventually decided that the driver was unlicensed and therefore uninsured?


	Any other minibus “traps?” Yes, the MAM. For post-97 drivers, this must not exceed 3,500kg (unless the minibus has been adapted for disabled passengers, e.g. by the addition of ramps or a lift, in which case the MAM can be up to 4,250kg). This means that post-97 drivers cannot under any circumstances drive 17 seat minibuses (Transit MAM unadapted = 4,100kg; LDV Maxus unadapted = 5,500kg). Currently OK to drive are Transit 15 seat and LDV Maxus 15 seat, both MAMs = 3,500kg. And no, taking 2 seats out does not make it a 15 seat minibus because the MAM remains the same.


TRAILERS
	Who can tow? Again, complicated!
	

	
	

	Drivers with pre-97 licences, BE + D1E
	Drivers with post-97 licences, B only

	a) Any car & trailer combination where the MAM of the trailer does not exceed the Unladen Mass of the car. Recommended is that the MAM of the trailer should be no more than 85% of the car’s Unladen Mass.

b) Any minibus & trailer combination, provided that the MAM of the combination does not exceed 12000kg, and the MAM of the trailer does not exceed the Unladen Mass of the minibus.
	a) Car + trailer with MAM of up to 750kg

b) Car + trailer, where the MAM of the combination does not exceed 3500kg and the MAM of the trailer does not exceed the Unladen Mass of the car

Non-D1E drivers cannot tow using a minibus under any circumstances, even if they have a BE car towing licence.


	Jargon Buster: 


Unladen Mass: a.k.a. Kerbside Weight, i.e. the mass/weight of the vehicle with nothing in it. Again, a plated and published amount.


	Any other towing “traps?” Oh, yes. Dozens. It’s very complicated and you need to speak with someone who’s done something like the Caravan Club towing course 


RANDOM THOUGHTS
	Can post-97 drivers upgrade, e.g. to drive minibuses or tow large trailers? Yes. They have to take lessons with a qualified relevant instructor and pass a Driving Standards Agency theory and practical test. The tests are commercial standard and therefore very difficult. Upgrades include:

BE for towing with a car

D1 for driving a minibus

D1E for towing with a minibus, once D1 has been gained


	What about foreign licences? Go here: http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/ Motoring/ DriverLicensing/DrivingInGbOnAForeignLicence/index.htm


	Can we drive minibuses on the Continent? No. Category D1 and Section 19 Permits are UK anomalies which do not apply on the continent.


	Someone passed their test before 1997 and then emigrated. When they came back and got a UK licence again, they lost D1. Why? Because anyone getting a new UK licence after 1997 will only get Category B. The same applies if you were a pre-97 driver but got banned. When you get your licence back, you will have lost everything except Category B, because it’s regarded as a new licence.


	A member of staff has an old style paper licence. In which case they have exactly the same Category qualifications as a pre-97 driver, just with different letter codes for those qualifications, e.g. “B” on a new licence is “A” on the old paper licence.


	Vans? You won’t be able to hire in a van with a MAM in excess of 3,500kg without a goods vehicle Operator’s Licence. Therefore, the MAM of the vehicle being 3,500kg, all your drivers will be able to drive it. Make sure you specify when hiring that the van must have a MAM of 3,500kg, because, for example, two identical Mercedes Sprinters exist, one plated at 3,500kg, the other plated at 5,000kg.


	Come on, what about those towing “traps?” OK, here are a few:

a) There are 2 types of trailer, braked and unbraked. Braked trailers have a handbrake, a breakaway cable (usually red) and a “concertina” plastic cover just behind the towing hitch. What happens is that when the car brakes, the trailer pushes forward, squashes the device inside the concertina which applies the trailer brakes

b) All trailers above 750kg MAM must be braked and any braked trailer must have a working “breakaway cable” attached to the towing car

c) Trailers must have rear lights and they must all work

d) If the trailer is wider than 120cm, it must have a fog light

e) Trailers need annual servicing just like a car.

f) Even if s/he didn’t load the trailer, the driver is responsible for the security of the load.

g) You need to check the maximum towing weight allowed by the vehicle, which will be in the car manual.


	Where is all this written down? Here: http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Motoring/index.htm


Nothing in this briefing sheet is intended as an interpretation or statement of the law and nothing should be taken as such.


